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The Children's Corner Howick Parent Information Pack 

Encouraging a lifelong love of learning by providing children with a 

quality Montessori environment 



30 Cook Street (below the Community Centre) 
thechildrenscorner@gmail.com 



Term times with optional holiday programme 
Minimum 2 days attendance 8.45am-3.15pm 
Licensed for 34 children 
Age 3 through to 6 Years 
Established 2004 
Licensed under the 2008 Regulations 



mttpsV/www. facebook.com/thechildrenscornermontessoripreschoolhowick 



09 533 0397 




Our Centre Vision and Guiding Principles 




• A commitment to providing quality learning based on the principles of Te Whariki, the New 
Zealand National Curriculum, using key elements of the Montessori Philosophy and style of 
teaching. 

• We value the significance of The Treaty of Waitangi and will incorporate the principles, 
wherever possible into our centre practices. 

• Children's individual cultures will be respected, their individual needs acknowledged and 
areas where they require our support recognised, to ensure the most positive outcomes for 
them within our preschool environment. 

• Following the child's interest - providing children with the opportunity to access a variety of 
learning opportunities based on their individual needs and interests. 

• Promotion of self-help skills and independence. 

• Equitable opportunities for children to learn in both the indoor and outdoor environments of 
the centre. 

• Encouraging children to care and respect for their environment, each other and also 
themselves. 

• Respectful and co-operative environment, where children have the opportunity to learn and 
practice the values of "Grace and Courtesy". 

• Children being encouraged to take responsibility for their belongings and work. 

• Children being able to choose and access learning materials within a prepared environment. 

• We will offer children a comprehensive curriculum where they can thrive as socially 
competent, independent thinkers with a lifelong love of learning. 

• Children can learn at their own pace in a non-competitive environment. 

• An environment where children feel a strong sense of belonging and community. 

• To recruit and retain the very best early childhood teachers; highly qualified, experienced 
individuals who feel a strong connection to our Centre Vision and are committed to providing 
our children with quality learning. 

• Opportunities for children to engage in learning individually, as part of a group or through 
one to one work with a member of our teaching team. 

• We believe in a balanced approach to preschool education with an emphasis on growing 
happy, stimulated children whose natural curiosity can flourish. 



The Montessori Philosophy 



Dr Maria Montessori (1870-1952), the founder of the Montessori Philosophy has been described as 
an educator, scientist, physician, philosopher, feminist and humanitarian, and was the first early 
childhood educator to be nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Key aspects of the Montessori Philosophy; 

• A safe, peaceful, prepared, engaging environment that allows children to influence the 
direction and pace of their learning 

• A child-centred collaborative environment where children develop responsibility, 
independence, curiosity, grace and courtesy 

• A community of learners in a multi-age grouping 

• A practical hands-on learning environment using purposeful materials 

• Children can freely choose their work and are guided by their peers and teachers 

• Children thrive because of the teacher's role of observation which results in a highly 
individualised programme; the learning is tailored to meet every child's current needs 

• A Montessori environment is non-competitive, respectful and co-operative 



• It is for every child, accepting of individual differences - Montessori celebrates diversity 
and brings everyone together in a warm and welcoming learning environment! 




8.45am Welcome 

• Sign your child in 

• Encourage them to hang their bag up and unpack their lunch/drink 
bottle 

• Feel free to spend time with your child before mat time starts 

• Quick and re-assuring goodbye 

9.00am Morning Mat Time 

• This is a time for teachers and children to gather at the start of the 
day, incorporating a welcome song, talking about the days of the 
week, months of the year, seasons and the weather 

• Children also have the opportunity to share news with their friends 

9.20am Work Time (including morning tea) 

• Children have the opportunity to engage in individual, small group or 
one on one work with a -teacher, depending on the learning activity 
they choose and their interests 

• Children have uninterrupted time to explore, engage in and complete 
their chosen learning activity 

12.30pm Lunch 

1 .00pm Music and Movement 

• Children are able to explore different forms of music and movement 
to help build co-ordination, motor skills, rhythm and body confidence 

1.30pm Work Time 

• Children continue to engage in a variety of learning activities 

2.50pm Final Mat Time 

3.10pm Farewell 

• Sign your child out 



To work at our preschool teachers need to either hold a Montessori teaching qualification or have 
experience of working within a Montessori learning environment. We pride ourselves on the high 
calibre of our teachers and their commitment to continuous professional development. 

The role of a Montessori -teacher is different from other teachers; they are facilitators, mentors, 
coaches and guides. Through careful observation they get to know a child's learning style, 
personality, interests and guide them through the Montessori curriculum accordingly. Our teachers 
treat every child as unique and their learning journey specific to them, encouraging in them a love 
of learning. Montessori teachers encourage children to ask questions, think independently, explore, 
investigate and discover. 

All of our teacher's qualifications are displayed on the internal centre noticeboard including their 
first aid certificates. 

Hours of Operation 

We cannot accept children prior to 8.45am but you are welcome to arrive from 8.40am to help your 
child settle. At the end of the day all children should be collected by 3.15pm latest or a fee will be 
charged for late pick up. Any late pick up's will incur a $5 charge per every 5 minutes. If you think 
you might be delayed please do try to call to notify us. 

We are closed on public holidays and should any of these fall within term time our standard fees 
still apply. 

No make-up days are given for child absence. If your child will be absent for longer than 3 weeks on 
a family holiday we cannot guarantee that your preschool place will be kept open and fees will need 
to continue to be paid if you choose to take a holiday during term times. 

We operate term times with optional holiday programmes offered to our enrolled children. You can 
only attend holiday activities on your usual enrolled days. 



Enrolment Process 

Our enrolment process starts with you arranging a visit to take a tour of our centre. This is an 
excellent opportunity to get a real feel for our centre, find out more about the Montessori 
philosophy and ask questions. Should you wish to progress further we ask you to complete a waiting 
list form. We will then contact you when a space becomes available. 

We do ask that children are toilet trained by the time they start preschool and that they no longer 
require daytime sleeps. Children must start preschool no older than 3.5 years of age (unless 
transitioning from another Montessori preschool) to ensure they fully benefit from the Montessori 
curriculum and learning environment. 

Your enrolment will only be confirmed upon receipt of a completed enrolment form, a copy of your 
child's birth certificate, proof of immunisation (if applicable) and payment of our non-refundable 
$100 deposit. Until we receive this deposit spaces may be allocated to other families on our waiting 
list. This payment will show as a credit on your first fee statement. 



Settling your child 




Your child will quickly become used to our centre routines and our teachers however in the initial 
stages of settling it is not uncommon for your child to get a little upset at drop off time. Please be 
re-assured that this is perfectly normal and our teachers will help comfort your child. We believe 
that a loving but brief farewell works best and a prolonged goodbye can exacerbate your child's 
separation anxiety. Remember to tell your child that you will see them later and feel free to call us 
during the day to find out how your child is doing. 



"My Learning Journey" Portfolio 

Every child has a portfolio which documents their learning journey at The Children's Corner Howick 
from their very first week through to getting ready to leave for primary school. All of our teachers 
are responsible for documenting children's learning through stories and this helps keep you 
informed on what your child has been working on at preschool. 

The children are free to access their portfolio throughout the preschool day and love looking 
through the photographs of themselves! Their portfolio is a much treasured and loved record of 
their time at preschool. You are welcome to look at this precious book at any time especially at drop 
off time. 

If you would like to add a "Parent's Voice" you are welcome to do so; perhaps you have noticed your 
child enjoying similar learning at home or showing particular interests. You may want to share 
feedback on how you feel your child has developed since starting preschool or even add a funny 
anecdote about your child! 

What you need to bring to preschool 




Water bottle (no juices or fizzy drinks) 
Balanced and nutritious lunch (no nuts or lollies please) 
Change of clothes (including underwear and socks) 
Weather appropriate hat /jacket 

We ask that you name all items and bring them in a bag large enough for your child to fit everything 
in. PLEASE no toys to be brought into preschool. 



Encouraging Independence 

Allow your child to walk into preschool carrying their own bag. Encourage them to unpack their 
water bottle and lunch box themselves. They should hang their bag on a hook without assistance. 
This helps your child feel like a "big preschooler" and encourages their sense of responsibility for 
their own belongings. 



Parent Communication 




We foster an open, honest and collaborative approach with our parent community. We welcome your 
input and invite you to share with us your aspirations for your child. Some of the ways we 
communicate with parents and whanau are as follows; 

• Monthly newsletter 

• Facebook page 

• Centre noticeboard 

• Children's portfolios 

• Parent:teacher meetings twice a year 

• Parent's evenings 

• Preschool events (such as Cultural Lunch, Mother's Oay Afternoon Tea, Father's Day 
Breakfast etc) 

• Regular questionnaires 

• Plus of course daily communication at drop off and pick up times 

Preschool Policies 

Our preschool policies can be viewed at any time - just ask a member of our team! 

Notice to Withdraw 

You must give us two weeks' notice of any change to your child's enrolment such as reducing days of 
attendance or withdrawing from preschool. 

Education Review Office 

The Education Review Office (ERO) visits all licensed early childhood centres periodically to 
observe, evaluate and report on the quality of learning and care. We always display a copy of our 
latest ERO report on our internal noticeboard which you are welcome to review at any time. 



Payments 

You will be issued with an invoice at the start of each term and this outlines your fees for the 
whole term. At a minimum you need to ensure that fees are paid every two weeks in advance. We do 
not accept cash payment but you can either pay by cheque or via direct debit to bank account 12- 
3237-0009744-01. Unpaid fees may result in your child losing their preschool place and a debt 
collection agency collecting unpaid monies on our behalf. 





1 Day 


2 Days 


3 Days 


4 Days 


5 Days 


20 Hours 
Rate 


$35 


$70 


$102 


$136 


$170 


Non 20 Hours 
Rate 


$53 


$106 


$156 


$208 


$260 



If you are applying for WINZ please ensure that you provide us with the application form as we 
need to complete a section to confirm your child's enrolled days, term dates and our fee structure. 

Mandatory Fee Charges 

1. Montessori Aotearoa New Zealand 

AAontessori Aotearoa New Zealand is a collective of school, organisation and individual members who 
work together to provide and promote Montessori education in New Zealand. Montessori Aotearoa 
New Zealand is governed by a voluntary council and managed by an executive and administration 
officer, in consultation with members. 

We are a member school of MANZ and as such there is compulsory fee per participating family of 
$11 per term. Note: this will be included in your invoice for your term's fees. 

2. Administration/Enrolment Charge ($18) 

This is a one off fee at the time of enrolment and covers administration time and purchase of your 
child's portfolio. 

Optional Fee Charge 

1. Sunscreen Charge 

There is an annual charge of $8.00 for sunscreen to be applied to your child during the warmer 
months. You are welcome to provide your own sunscreen and no charge will be applied. 



Term bates 

Term 4 2014 - 13^'' October through to 19^^ December (1.00pm close) 

Term 1 2015 - 2""^ February through to 2"^ April 

Term 2 2015 - 20^^ April through to 3'''^ June 

Term 3 2015 - 20^^ July through to 25^'' September 

Term 4 2015 - 12^'' October through to 18^^ December (1.00pm close) 



Centre events and holiday programme dates will be communicated via our newsletters. 

Centre Complaints Process 

This can be found on our internal centre noticeboard. 



Parking 

When dropping/collecting your child you can park either behind the preschool {accessed via Selwyn 
Road then The Glebe) or on Cook Street. Please try to avoid using the 5 minute bays outside the 
Cook Street Community Centre as drop offs/picks up can often take longer than 5 minutes and this 
area should be used for the elderly or infirm visitors to the Community Centre only. 

Sharing news at mat time 

Your child is more than welcome to share news with their friends at mat time such as; 



• Special photograph or object 

• News of what they did at the weekend or during the holidays 

• A postcard 

• Something interesting they found in the newspaper 

• A flower they have picked from the garden 

• A bug they have found and can then set free after mat time 



This helps build your child's confidence when speaking in front of others, fosters their sense of 
belonging and builds connections with their peers. 




Want to find out more about Montessori? Have a look at Montessori.orci.nz 



The Children's Corner Howick 
Thank you for your interest in a Montessori preschool education for your child! 
To join our waiting list please complete and return to us. 



Child's Name: 
Sex: 

bate of Birth: 

Parent(s): 

Address: 



Male 



Female 



Contact Telephone: 



Mon 



Tues 



Weds 



Thurs 



Fri 



Requested Start Date: 
E-mail Address: 

Signed: Date: 

The Children's Corner Howick, PO Box 38-117, Howick, Auckland 



